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Byline: Ben Louchios Contributing Columnist

It's hard to approach a topic as controversial as musical taste without detracting a proportional audience. For this
reason alone I will leave my column fairly implicative to avoid offending those who may prefer different music than
I.

Now imagine that you went to a grocery store this morning and bought your favorite pack of gum. You will chew
this pack of gum until you run out or lose taste for it, eventually buying another pack of gum. This gum can be of the
same or different flavor than the last pack. This is how a disposable, consumer product is treated. We pull a product
off of the shelf in the store and place it onto the shelf in our homes, and when we are done using it, we throw it away
and buy another one. The problem is that society, on a cultural level, has lost the ability to differentiate between mere
consumer items and art forms.

I'm not trying to attack the talent of Chief Keef, Nicki Minaj, Kenny Chesney, Taylor Swift, etc. It's obvious that
they have talent in some facet, or they never would achieved the level of popularity they've attained. What I will
attack is the interpretation of their talent. The line between lyrical quality and image-driven quality is thin due to all
forms of visual media, including music videos, which undoubtedly killed the radio star.

These performers, and an array of similar mainstream performers, appeal to people's superficial behavioral
expectations of society. For example, an overly simplified song such as "Love Sosa" or "Beez in the Trap," confirms
the belief that popular music should be without lyrical depth and consist of superficial subject matter. The music
industry has turned a style of artwork into a form of social grouping, through which it severs its own target market
from evocative thought. Unfortunately, this is done simply to keep clientele and profit. Thankfully, this division has
created a new genre of music lovers through the Internet: the indie culture.

As a society, we notice connections in behavior and share a personal interest in one another. In this regard, the
Internet has done a great service as well a great disservice to the art of music. To its detriment, the Internet has given
a face to the creators and pioneers and in turn built a stigma of who will be successful based on appearance. To its
favor, the Internet has given rise to a proverbial ocean of oil under the tectonic plates in the music industry: a group
of successful musicians and poets who would never have had a shot in hell without YouTube, Twitter, Reddit or
Facebook.

The indie subculture of society is a personal ponder of mine. My question is that although the stereotype that goes
with age is often cynicism, could the emergence of the indie culture signify that there really is a problem with what is
on the radio today? Could the fact that an ever-growing minority group, many of whom are in the same age range as
mainstream music followers, holds such distaste to their peers' music be indicative of a true devolution in music?

In my opinion, this is quite likely.
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